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able. The utmost he can do is to point out to the practitioner the statute and 
for his aid and assistance he may copy it. As a further aid the author may 
be able to cite some decision rendered by some court in another state con- 
struing some other statute of similar import but differently worded. He may 
even venture a conjecture as to the true construction of a statute not yet 
passed upon by the courts, but if he is wise he will leave all such conjectures 
to the reader and to the practitioner. 

Judge Chatterton has followed in his treatise the only course permissible, 
and has covered the whole subject in an orderly and methodical manner. 
He has discussed with sufficient fullness, as an introduction, the jurisdiction 
and powers of the probate court. This is followed by a discussion of the law 
governing the execution and revocation of wills, the probate of wills, the 
interpretation of wills and the powers and duties of executors. He then 
takes up the subject of the settlement of the estates of intestates step by step, 
from the filing of the petition for the appointment of an administrator to the 
final distribution of the estate. This is followed by an examination of the law 
governing appeals and other proceedings taken to review the action of com- 
missioners on claims and the orders and decrees of the probate court. When 
the law governing any probate proceedings has been construed by the courts 
such decision is cited and the gist of the finding stated with sufficient full- 
ness. When the statute has not been construed by any court and its true 
meaning is therefore unknown, the language of the statute is given and 
nothing more. In short we have in these volumes the result of the labors of 
a conscientious student of the subject who has carefully and clearly stated 
what is thought to be known and has discreetly left to the practitioner to dis- 
cover what is still hidden. In addition to the decisions of our own courts a 
few of the leading decisions of other courts have been cited. The work will 
materially lessen the labors of the practitioner. 

The importance of this branch of the law is manifest. The life of a gen- 
eration is only thirty odd years and all the property of each generation passes 
through the probate court. Unfortunately the statute law governing the 
settlement of estates is being continually changed and modified by the legis- 
lature and is therefore left in doubt and uncertainty. The bar of the state 
are fortunate in having an author of Judge Chatterton 's experience and learn- 
ing furnish them with a practical manual of this important branch of sub- 
stantive and adjective law. We commend the work to the profession. 

B. M. Thompson 

Abbott's Trial Evidence.— The Rules of Evidence Applicable on the Trial 

of Civil Actions Actions at Common Law, in Equity and under the 

Codes of Procedure: Second edition, revised and enlarged. Baker 

Voorhis & Co., New York. 

The second edition of Dr. Austin Abbott's book on Trial Evidence, the first 

edition of which came from the press of the present publishers in 1880, has 

recently been issued with Mr. John J. Crawford, of the New York bar, as its 

editor. This work would scarcely be called a "treatise" upon the Law of 

Evidence in the best sense in which that term is used. It does not purport 

to be a scientific treatment of the law of evidence tl rough a discussion of its 

theory and the principles which underlie it. On the other hand it is intended 
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as the hand-book of the practicing lawyer who is "assumed to be familiar 
with the general principles of legal evidence." This edition does not depart 
from the plan of the first edition in any particular. Mr. Crawford lays no 
claim to anything new in his method but only that he has "revised and 
enlarged." Indeed there was little new in the plan of Dr. Abbott in the first 
edition. Professor Greenleaf in the second and third volumes of his great 
work on the Law of Evidence, as well as others who have written on this 
subject, had given us substantially the same treatment of it. 

The editor of this edition has not revised the text of the work in the sense 
that there is any general new statement of propositions, but he does seem to 
have modified or made additions to the text in most places where the courts 
in the twenty years since the publication of the first edition have made it 
desirable or necessary. 

It has been said of this edition that no cases are used in it which are more 
recent than the publication of the prior edition and that one has gained noth- 
ing by getting this if he had that edition. While the practitioner may some- 
times be disappointed at not finding more of the recent cases used in support 
of some portions of the text in this edition, yet the foregoing criticism is 
certainly too sweeping and lacks that accuracy so generally characteristic of 
the journal in which it is found. 

A more serious objection to the use of cases in this work which will occur 
to the practitioner, outside the state of New York particularly, is that so often 
the authority cited is that of some court of inferior jurisdiction of that state, 
when some decision of a court of last resort outside of New York, could be 
used if not one by the court of appeals of New York itself. But this object- 
ion is less patent in the present edition, not because the citations from reports 
of decisions of inferior courts have been eliminated, but because of the addi- 
tion of other decisions from courts of last resort. 

As a practitioner's book it will be welcomed as a convenient aid to the 
suggestion and solution of those questions so continually presenting them- 
selves in connection with the trial of causes. The book is quite satisfactory 
on its mechanical side and will doubtless gain many new friends by the time 
a new edition is called for. V. H. Lane 

A Treatise on Chattel Mortgages for Michigan. By Louis L. Ham- 
nion, 1 vol. pp. viii., 442, St. Paul, Minn., Keefe- Davidson Law 
Book Co. 1901. ($3.75). 

A Treatise on Chattel Mortgages for Illinois, 1 vol. pp. viii., 424: 
( same author and publishers) . 190 1 . (|3 . 75 ) . 

The author states in the preface to each of these works that he has 
"attempted to present an analytical and comprehensive statement of the more 
general principles of the modern law of chattel mortgages." 

It seems that he has succeeded in his attempt to make a summary of 
leading principles, with more especial reference to local peculiarities. As 
concise statements of the existing law of these states respectively, the works 
are certainly useful manuals. The citation of decisions is thorough, and each 
volume contains in an appendix the statutory provisions concerning chattel 
mortgages in the state for which it is especially designed. 



